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achieving the highest distinction of Eagle
Scout.

———

HONORING RAY BROOKS HIGH
SCHOOL 2007 CLASS 1A STATE
CHAMPIONS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to congratulate Ray
Brooks High School for winning the Mississippi
Class 1A State Football Championship. The
Ray Brooks Tigers completed the 2007 sea-
son amassing 13 victories and only 1 loss.
This State Championship is their second in 3
years.

Benoit is a small town in the Mississippi
Delta, as of the 2000 census there were 611
residents. As a matter of fact, Ray Brooks is
one of the smallest high schools in the State
of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, although Be-
noit may be small in population; it has no
shortcomings in regards to its high school
football team.

What makes this feat more impressive is the
fact that Ray Brooks didn’t have a football pro-
gram for 15 years until 2002. The Tigers have
been in the playoffs each of the last 6 years
they have been back on the football field. Dur-
ing this 6-year period, the tigers have been
phenomenal going 62—13 since restarting their
football program.

Madam Speaker, not only have the Tigers
enjoyed success this year but, they have done
so dominantly averaging 35.4 points per game
during the regular season while only allowing
9.9 points per game this season. Three wins
came by the way of a shutout.

Madam Speaker, | would like to congratu-
late the student-athletes, student-body, faculty,
staff, administration, and the community of
West Bolivar for winning the 2007 Mississippi
Class 1A State Championship. | am extremely
proud to represent these young men and |
look forward to the 2008 season.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS
“TOMMY” MAKEM

SPEECH OF

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 11, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
observe the passing of a friend and a man for
whom | held a tremendous amount of respect,
Tommy Makem.

Tommy was an internationally celebrated
folk musician, actor, artist, poet, songwriter,
and storyteller from Ireland who took pride in
sharing the Irish culture with those around the
globe. He emigrated to the United States in
1955, with nothing more than a makeshift suit-
case, a pair of bagpipes, and proof of his
health, to pursue a career in acting. He settled
in Dover, New Hampshire. After a brief period
as an actor, Tommy Makem went on to join a
band of Irish descent, The Clancy Brothers,
where he rose to international fame.

Tommy broke out on his own following his
time with The Clancy Brothers and educated
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generations on the history, traditions, and cus-
toms of Ireland through his music, art, and po-
etry. He wrote hundreds of songs, including,
“Four Green Fields,” “Gentle Annie,” and
“The Rambles of Spring,” which have been
played in Carnegie Hall, Madison Square Gar-
den, Royal Albert Hall and across the United
States, Canada, and Australia.

Tommy Makem’s illustrious career awarded
him honorary doctorates from the University of
New Hampshire in 1998, the University of Lim-
erick in 2001, and the University of Ulster in
2007. He was regarded as an exceptional mu-
sician and achieved both gold and platinum al-
bums, and a host of other awards, such as the
Gold Medal of the Eire Society in Boston, the
Genesis Award from Stonehill College in Mas-
sachusetts, an Emmy nomination for a New
Hampshire public television series, as well as
the first Lifetime Achievement Award in the
Irish Voice/Aer Lingus Community Awards.
Tommy, one of the greatest Irish-Americans of
the 20th Century, was also listed as one of the
top 100 Irish Americans in the Irish American
Magazine 5 years in a row. The World Folk
Music Association awarded him its Lifetime
Achievement Award in 1999.

Tommy Makem passed away on Wednes-
day, August 1, 2007, in Dover, New Hamp-
shire. He will be remembered not only for his
incredible achievements, but as a dedicated
husband, father, and grandfather. His enduring
memory and music will live on, as will the
power and energy of his unyielding spirit. He
remains a true inspiration to me and millions
of others around the world.

————

TRIBUTE TO HUNTER EDISON
STOLL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Hunter Edison Stoll of
Lee’s Summit, Missouri. Hunter is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Unit 1255 and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Hunter has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Hunter has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Hunter Edison Stoll for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

TRIBUTE TO COUNCILMAN
WERNER SCHON

HON. MIKE FERGUSON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize Councilman Werner Schon and his
service to the residents of Mountainside, New
Jersey.

December 18, 2007

Councilman Schon is the longest serving
councilman in Mountainside history, having
served for 25 years, including 3 years as
council president. He has also served as the
town’s fire commissioner, during which time he
helped to acquisition fire vehicles for his town.
When the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation attempted to close a U-Turn on a
local highway, Councilman Schon worked dili-
gently to alert the Department about safety
concerns connected with such a move, and he
successfully prevented the closure.

Werner Schon is retiring from public service
in Mountainside and will be honored at the
town’s reorganization meeting on January 2,
2008. | join the residents of Mountainside in
wishing Councilman Schon many happy years
of rest and relaxation with his family, and | am
pleased to honor his service to Mountainside.

TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH K JOHNSEN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Joseph K Johnsen of
Kearney, Missouri. Joseph is a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Unit 1135, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Joseph has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Joseph has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Joseph K Johnsen for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘ADDI-
TIONAL SAFEGUARDS FOR
LEASE AND DEVELOPMENT OF
NON-EXCESS PROPERTY OF MILI-
TARY DEPARTMENTS ACT”

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 17, 2007

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation to take reasonable
steps to prevent avoidable disasters related to
seismic activity in connection with the lease
and development of non-excess property of
military departments, H.R. 4719.

In San Diego. California, the Department of
the Navy is planning a mixed-use develop-
ment along the downtown waterfront that will
incorporate not only a new Navy head-
quarters, but also business, commercial, and
housing elements. It has come to my attention
that the land in question is within the Uniform
Building Code, UBC, Seismic Zone 4.

My bill requires the lease for this develop-
ment to be revoked unless the Secretary of
the Navy determines that seismic activity
would not have any significant impact on any
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